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Development Concept of Supercomputer SX-8
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Supercomputers are now widely used across all seg-
ments of research and industrial field, and recognized as
the important common infrastructures that support the
growth of science and economy. While applications con-
tinue to be more complicated and sophisticated, super-
computers are now required to be more easy-to-use and
easy to bring out its high performance.

NEC developed world’ s fastest class “Supercomputer
SX-8” as the desired product to cope with this changing
social need, maximizing the accumulated know-how on
supercomputer development more than 20 years.

This paper gives an outline of the development history
of NEC SX series, market and technology trends, and
development strategy on NEC’ s supercomputer SX-8.
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Fig.1 History of SX Series.
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Fig.2 History of CPU and cabinet size.
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